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115,600,000 firearms in private hands in the
United States.

Perhaps more important than the figures,
however, is the finding that the citizens are
arming themselves “in anficipation of future
riots.”

The enermous potential for needless blood-
shed is frightening, particularly since, in the
absence of strong national gun controls,
there is little that can be done to weed out
incompetent and even deranged gun pur-
chasers.

Law enforcement agencles are charged with
protecting the public and maintaining order.
-It 1s apparent from comments by police
quoted above that the responsibility is taken
seriously. Formation of armed citizen camps
will just make their job more difficult. Con-
gress should recognize that and pass strict
gun controls, -

<raln
" RUSSIAN INVASION OF CZECHOSLO-
VAKIA CONDEMNED BY PRESI-
DENT’'S COMMISSION FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, the
President’s Commission for Human
Rights Year sent a telegram to Secretary
CGeneral U Thant protesting the invasion
of Czechoslovakia by the Soviets and
other nations of the Eastern bloc.

The public members of the Commission

have added their voices to those already

condemning this latest outrageous viola-
tion of international law by the Soviets.
Again, just when it seemed possible for
constructive discussions to begin on a
diverse number of subjects of vital in-
terest to the world community, the So-
viets and their satellites destroy these
prospects.

The world looks forward with hope to
U.8. ratification of the nuclear nonpro-
liferation treaty, talks on the limiting of
defensive and perhaps offensive missiles,
and possible partial nuclear disarmament
in the not too distant future. Now, while
I trust these are not dead issues, cer-
tainly this recent aberration of leader-
ship in Russia makes their realization
just that more difficult. .

As the President’s Commission stated
in their wire:

‘World opinion will not tolerate this crime
against the Law of Natlons and against the
Rights of Man. The hearts of men everywhere
feel the tragic sadness of this third suppres-
sion of liberty in Czechoslovakia within 30
years. -

Again, I invite the attention of the
Senate to the words “what might have
been.” What might have been had there
existed an international mechanism that
could be brought into play in just such
an episode of tyranny—a mechanism
that would provide an immediate forum
in which the Czechoslovakians could
have pleaded their case? Again, I call at-
tention to the fact that the United States
has abdicated its leadership in the field
of human rights, It is that abdication
that has permitted “guarantees for the
rights of all men” to become a plous
phrase sighifying nothing yet mocking
everything this country stands for.

The Senate has failed to ratify the
genocide convention, and now we are
trying to speak to the Nigerians and the
Biafrans with credibility and practical
impact. The Senate has.failed to ratify
the covenant on civil ahd political rights
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and the optional protocol thereto, and
we are now cohdemning the Soviets for
violation of the rights this convention is
designed to protect.

We have a responsibility to ratify these
various conventions. We have a respon-
sibility to ourselves, to other nations that
need our leadership in this field and to
the preservation and dissemination of
freedom throughout the world.

Mr. President, I join the President’s
Commission in their appeal to U Thant
for U.N. action in this crisis for freedom.
I ask unanimous consent that the text
of the telegram be printed in the RECORD.

There being no ébjection, the telegram
was ordered to be printed in the REcoRrbp,
as follows: :

AUGUST 23, 1968,
Hon. U THANT, ’
United Nations,
New York,N.Y.:

The undersigned, public members of the
U.S. President’'s Commission for Human
Rights Year protest strenuously the inva-
sion and the flagrant violation of human
rights committed agalnst the people of
Czechoslovakia by the ‘Soviet Union, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Hast Germany,

We urge you, Mr. Secretary-General, to
use your world wide prestige and known de-
votion to peace and human rights to secure
the withdrawal from Czechoslovakia of the
invading armed forces and the reinstatement
of the legitimate government,.

This year marks the twentleth anntversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and has been designated by the
United Nations as International ~Human
Rights Year, Article 21, Section 3 of the
Declaration provides that: “The will of the

. beople shall be the basls of the authority of

government . . .)" In addition to any other ac~
tlons this matter should be promptly pre-
sented to a specially convened session of the
United Nations Commission for Human
Rights.

World opinlon will not tolerate this crime
agalnst the Law of Nations and against the
Rights of Man. The hearts of men every-
where feel the tragic sadness of this third
suppresslon of liberty in Czechoslovakia
within 30 years.

Bruno V. Bitker, Tom C. Clark, Elinor L.
Gordon, Anna Roosevelt Halsted, Dr,
J. Willls Hurst, Ralph E. McGiI,
George Meany, Robert B, Meynor
Msaurice Tempelsman,

Reply to 208 E. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee,

is.

HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR: CHALLENGE
AND OPPORTUNITY

Mr. HARTKE, Mr, President, -the
United Nations General Assembly has
unanimously designated 1968 as the In-
ternational Year for Human Rights, in
observance of the 20th anniversary of
the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Similarly, President:
Johnson has proclaimed 1968 as Human
Rights Year in the United States, calling
upon all of us to “déepen our commit-
ment to the defense of human rights and
‘to strengthen our efforts for their full
and effective realization both among our
own people and among all peoples of the
United Nations.”

I know that every one of us in the U.S,
Senate is already deeply committed to
human rights; our oath of office pledges
us to uphold our own Constitution and
our own Bill of Rights, Accordingly, we
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should all view Human Rights Year as
both a challenge and an opportunity—
a challenge to realize human rights here
at home and an opportunity to universal-
ize those rights by ratification of the
United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights.

Mr. President, Dr Leonard P. Aries,
vice president of the National Conference
of Christians and Jews and a member of
the President’s Commission for Observ-
ance of Human Rights Year, has written
an informative statement which details
the scope of this present challenge. I ask
unanimous consent that his article, en-
titled “Human Rights Year: Challenge
and Opportunity,” which appeared in the
May issue of Adult Leadership, be printed
in the REcorb.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Recoro,
as follows:

HumAN RiI1GHTS YEAR: CHALLENGE AND

OPPORTUNITY
(By Leonard P. Aries)

(NoTe.—Dr. Aries is Vice-President, Na~
tional Conference of Christlans and Jews;
President, Council of National Organizations
for Adult Education; Member, National Com-
mittee on Human Rights of the National
Citizens Commission on International Co-
operation; Member, Special Cominittee on
Non-governmental Organizations of the
President’s Commission for Observance of
Human Rights Year; author, International
Human Rights and their Implementation, 19
George Washington Law Review 6.)

This is a year of crisis. This can be a
year of tragedy or an important year for Hu-
man Rights, It is not only the International
Year for Human Rights but 1t is also the year
of the Report of the President’s Commission -
on Civil Disorders—and the assassination of
Dr, Martin Luther King; Jr. }

The senseless murder of the Nobel Peace
Prize Winner and the destructive aftermath
traumatically re-emphasize the need to look
deeper within our society and ourselves to
bring the practice of human rights into con-
formity with principle. All of us, and espe-
cially adult educators and adult educational
organizations, “have - a challenging = oppor-
tunity to play an important role in this
process.

Human rights are fundamental to man's
humanity, concerned primarily with the
granting of equal opportunity to every hu-
man being in every endeavor of life: glving to
others the same rights and respect we want
for ourselves, treating people as persons
with dignity, without discrimination. Our
problems result from the vielation of this
principte,

Our responsibility as a leading nation of
the world is great! we set an important ex-
ample. We need to be credible, therefore,
when we state that democracy is a more
mature form of government in our modern
world and that the essence of democracy is
the recognition of the great worth of the
individual as a human being. Much of the
world today tests democracy by the pro-
tection of the rights of the individual, as a
human belng. This is yet another reason to
re-examine our actions during this Human
Rights Year,

The United Nations General Assembly has
unanimously designated 1968 as the Inter-
national Year for Humanh Rights, in observ-
ance of the 20th Anniversary of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. .

The U.N. made it clear that this'was meant
t0 be not merely a year for celebration but
also an opportunity for implementation.
President Johnson has proclaimed 1968 as
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Human Rights Year In the United States. In
his proclamation, the President called “upon
all Americans and all government agencles—
federal, state and local—to use this occasion
to deepen our commitment to the defense
of human rights and to strengthen our ef-
forts for their full and effective realization
both among our own pcople and among all
peoples of the United Nations”.
HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR, 1968

Many countries have set up thelr own
Human Rights Committees. On January 30,
1968, the President by Executive Order cstab-
1shed a Presidentinl Commission for the Ob-
servanca of Human Rights Year. He ap-
pointed as Chairman of the Commission,
Ambassador at Large W. Averel Harriman
and s Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Anna Roosevelt
Halsted, daughter of the late Prestdent and
Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt and a dis-
tinguished community leader in her own
right. The Commission 15 composed of other
distingulshed citizens and heads of execu-,
tive agencles.? =

The Commissicn s authorized to “seek to
create a better understanding of ti prin-
ciples of human rights as express in the
Universal Declaration, the Unijd States
Declaration of Independence, t Constitu-
tion and Laws of the Unlted Sphtes, and the
Constitution and laws of Lhg several states
in the United States’, and “enlist the co~
operation of educational itutions, foun-
dations, mass media, civie,/labor, and other
organizations” and “conduft such other ac-
tivitles as 1¥ may deem ajpropriate to pro-
vide for the eflective pagticipation of the
United States”. The Co ission 18 to co-
ordinate its activities with\those of the U.8.
National Commission for ESCO. Special
committees have been createq by the Com-
mission Including a Special mittce for
Non-Governmentrl Organlzations:

‘The United Nations has asked the n
of the world to examlne thelr domestic laws
and practices ageinst the standard set by the
Unlversal Declaration of Human Rights,
secure ratification of nine U.N. Conventlons
pertaining to human rights and extend hu-
man rights education throughout each
ocountry.

‘This Is indeed, a time for stock-taking and
soll-searching. We must accelerate the
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The Monireal Assembly expressed profound
concern about the condition of human rights
in this yesr of international crisis and ex-
plored ways In which mankind's shared as-
piraticns to human dignity can become a
renlity. It slated that few tasks faclng the
world todey are of more vital importance
than the promotion and protection of human
rights, that the problems of pence mre inti-
mately connected with problema of human
righta, and that a permanent peace cannot be
achieved without creating conditions that
assure men everywhere the highest stake in
butiding & world in whilch their llves and
their human dignity are safeguar d in
which freedom from fear is secured,
Montreal Assembly Tftecognized that
Chnarter of the Unlted Nationa {8 the con
stitutionnl ddcument of the world com-
munity aaid creates binding obligations for
mempeta of Lthe United Nations with respect
tg ffuman rights.

It is of interest to note that the Inclusion
of hwmnan rights provisions {n the Charter
of the United Natlons was a revolutionary
break with the past and has been credited by
many to have been a result of the persistent
efforts of non-governmental organizations in
Ban Francisco In 1045. It I8 well to recall,
too, that in the preamble to the Charter
there Is & reafirmation of the “faith in
fundédmental human rights, In the dignity
and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of men and women and of natlons
large and amall”, and thetr determination “to
promote social progress and better standards
of life and larger freedom™. In article 1 of
the Charter, the main purpose of the UN
for the achlevement of International co-
operation includes, “promoting and cncour-
aging respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all without dis-
tinction as to race, seX, language, or religion'.
In article 65, the United Natlons has the duty

o promots “unlversal respect for, and ob-
servihoeof

in the Charter support these
NEED FOR DETAILED STUDY OF HUMA

Twenty years ago, on December 10, 1
the General Assembly approved the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights with no dis-
sent? Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt was chalr-

process which hes already begun. Because of man of the UN Commission on Human Rights
the disorders of lmrst summer and concern Rights then and one of the major architects
for the future, the President mppointed a of the Universal Declaration. Because the
National Commission on Civil Disorders. observance this year Is based on the Universal
Chajrman of the Commission was Otto Declaration, it may be useful to discuss it in
Eerner, Governot of Ilinofs; Vice Chalrman more detall. It is not a treaty, yet, it con-

John V. Lindsay, Mayor of New York City.
The Commisslon wes composed of knowledge-
able and dedicated peraons? The excellent
report of this Commission is now avallable
in a 800-page paperback volume. Its principal
thrust !s: unless we complete here thg un-
finlshed business of democracy by proylding
equal opportunity end the implemertation
in this

country will be toward the aparthell! state,
with all its attendant tragedy.
APARTHEID: U.5. DANGER
‘Because of the world concern for the drift

toward apartheiiness, and pursuant\to the
mandate of the United Natlons to conf -
carning human rights, approximately
gons, representing many different discip.
and ideologies from some 30 countries wi
invited to participate in a non-governments.
Assemnbly on Human Rights In Montreal,
Canada In March of 1888. This was an inten-
give, working conference which culminated
in an excellent document called “The Mon-
treal Btatement ol the Asgembly for Human
Rights”. In addition to other uses, this docu-
ment will serve as a recommendation for &
governmental Conference on Human Rights
to be held In Teheran, Iran, later this year.

per-

Footnotes at end of article,

stitutes an authorative interpretation of the
Charter of the highest order, and has, over
the years, become & part of customary inter-
national isw. Since it is based In large
measure on our own Constitution ana Bill of
Rights it should not be surprising to note
pravisions for the protection of similar rights,

The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights contalns a preamble and thirty ar-
ticles. The preamble states that the founda-
tion of freedom, justice, and peace in the
world ia the recognition of the Inherent
dignity and of the equal and inallenable
rights of all members of the human family;
that the disregard and contempt of human

rights have resulted in barbarous acts which’

have outraged the comscience of mankihd;
and that the highest aspiration of the com-
mon peopie is a world 1n which hymtan beings
ve freetiom of epeech and bellef and free-
dommr-{rom fear and wamt. It is essential,
contnies ble, If man Is not to be
compellad to rebel against tyranny and op-
presston, that human rights be protected by
rule of Jaw. The Preamble concludes by the
General Assembly’s proclaiming the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights ss &
standard of achlevement for all peoples and
all nations, urging all, by natlonat and inter-
nationel measures, to securc thelr universal
and effective recognition and observance.
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The very firet article states the slmple
truth that all auman beings are born free
and equal fn Jdignity end rights, are en-
dowed with reason and consclencze, and
should act towards each other in “rother~
hood.

Everjone, therefore, continues Art.cle 2, is
entitted to all the rights and freedomrs in the
Declaration without distinetion of any kind,
such as race, color, sex, language, religlon,
politieal or other opinion, national or soclal
origin, property. birth or other status, or the
status of the country or territory to which a
person belongs.

The Declaration contlnues: everyone has
the right to life, l1iberty and personal secu-
rity. ¢ slavery le prohibited 5; no one shall be
subjected to cruel, Inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment?®; everyone has the
right to recognition everywhere as i person
before the 1aw 7; all men are cqgual before the
law ard entitled to equal protection of the
law ard equel protectlon against any dis-
crimination in violation of the Declaration %
cveryone has the right to an effectlve remedy
in his nationsal tribunals for acts viclating
the fundamental rights granted by law*; no
one skall be mubjected to erbltrary errest,
detention, or exile 9,

The rights of the accused- are protected:
full equality to s falr and public hearing by
an Independent and impartial tribunal ¥,
the right to be presumed Innocent until
proved guilty and no puntshment for an ex
post fucto law "2

The right of privacy; no one shrll be sub-
jected to arblirary Interference with his
privacy, tamily, home or correspondence, nor
to atticks on his honor and reputation.?

Everyone has the right to freedom Jf move-
ment and residence within each state, to
leave any country and to return to his coun-
try ¥; to enjoy in other countries asylum
from persecution excapt for non-political
crimes or acts contrary to the UN*; to
have a nationality and the right to change
1t 18,

Family and property rights are safeguard-
ed: freedom to marry without regard to race,
natfonality, or religion; to found & family,
0o marry only with the consent of the intend-
ing spouse ", to own property and rot to be
bitrs rily deprived of 1t .

e Declaration asserts for evervone the
rightx of freedom of religion ', ppinion and
expreston @, assembly and assoctatlon *; the
right totake part in one's government, with
n guaranfee of perlodic electlons with uni-
versal cqual suflrage by free votlng proce-
dures ‘%, the right to soclal security **; the
right w0 work, to egqual pay for equal work,
to frea cholce\of employment, to protection
against unemployment, to joln & trade
union *¥; the right to rest and lelsure =; the
" ard of ltving adeguate for
belng; the same social pro-
fldren whether born 1n or
> the right to an education
free in the elgmentary stages—I1ts purpose;
to develop man personality and to pro-
mote undepbtanding and friendshlp among
all na~lopd, racial or religious groups for the
mainterdfance of peace™; the right to par-
ticlpdte tn the enltural 1ife of the commu-

tection to all
out of wedlock

mity, snd to have protection as the suthor of
" actent fic, literary or artistic produciion *.

If, a8 the Declaration astates, everyone is
entitled to a pocial And internatfonal order
in which the rights and freedoms et forth
in tho Declarstion can be fully raalized #,
then, sveryone has duties to the conimuntty,
50 that {n the oxorclse of his rights and free-
doms everyone is subject to those legal
limltations for the purpose of securlig recog-
nition and respect for the rights, snd free-
doms of othert and of meeting the require-
ments of morality, public order and the gen-
eral welfare of & democratic society *.

The Decclaration cautions that nothing in
1t miay be interpreted as implylng for anyone
the right to do any act almed at the de-
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